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When your whole world tak es an unexpected turn, where does your source come
from?  This issue of the Disaster Tribune is designed to turn your world back around.



The Power of the Storm

Using God as a mirror of reflection and
source for direction,I am carefully 
pondering on the word devastation.If I
could use a word for a compass to navigate
me through the minds of the hurting 
people, I would choose the word Power.
Power, much like a compass,can be used to
point you in several directions,power can
open doors,shut doors,shed light,create
darkness,bring knowledge, release the sting
of death,spring life,unveil revelation,and tell
untold stories.Walking backwards in my mind
traveling through a make-believe time machine, I am
inclined to believe,that through the word of God 
spoken over 2000 years ago, He has given us the 
power to…..

When I think about the power that God has given us
it takes me to a place that reverses the stain of
doubt. We travel to places of pain from our
past. We should leave where it came from.
We always remember the negative mark that
power has left on our lives,focusing on the
thoughts that the power of one trial left
us homeless,or because of power we are
jobless,hungry,hopeless,and some of us
close to losing our minds.But,I
believe that with the power to
destroy comes the power to give
life.I am reminded of Proverbs
18:21 that reads,“Death and life
are in the power of the
tongue, and they who
indulge in it shall eat the
fruit of it [for death or
life] (Amplified Bible).”

We,as 
believers,must
understand that
out of our
mouths speak
the abundance of
our hearts. God
has given us the
power to speak
life into any situa-
tion. In the book of
Acts,God reminds us one
more time that receiving His
power will allow you to go inside
of new territories and touch the
untouched land.Acts 1:8 reads,
“But you shall receive power 
(ability, efficiency, and might) when
the Holy Spirit has come upon you,and you
shall be My witnesses in Jerusalem and all Judea and Samaria
and to the ends (the very bounds) of the earth. (Amplified
Bible).”

The power that God is
referring to in this passage
is what I refer to as the
kryptonite of all power.
Thinking back to the
storms that swept the gulf
coast earlier this fall,I can’t
help to think about how
many millions of homes that
had no power, but what
amazes me, is that even
though there was no physical
power to jumpstart the 
electricity in our homes and
neighborhoods,how many of
us considered that we were
really not without power

we were without 
electricity. Words can

definitely  change 
a situation;

power can
create hope
and move
mountains.
Lastly, I
want to
leave you
with
Joshua 1:
6-9. After
all that
you’ve been
through,
inside of

every trial,
whether you

are going
through a storm

or coming out of
a storm.The
power is not in the
storm. The power
is in your hands.

Recognize that God
gives you the power
to….. If you were to
fill in the blank and you
activated your super
power that has been
given to you from the
Original Super Hero
himself.What would
you use your power
for?  Remember, what
you tolerate will not
change, what does not

change increases,what you allow to increase will one day bind
you. I challenge you to forget the devastation that power has
caused but remember the life that power can restore.

Ruama Camp
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When disaster strikes, it doesn’t recognize 
culture or color, economic or social status…it is
an equal opportunity occurrence that can affect 
the best and worst of communities.

Far too often, in the aftermath of disaster
whether man-made or natural,children suffer and
are left to suffer in silence. Imagine being a young
child having to leave your place of security in the
midst of a storm where waters have risen far
beyond their normal boundaries.There you are
treading water and
clinging to a parent,
a brother, sister, or
other family member
or friend fearing not
only for your life but
for that of those you
love,those who have
always protected and 
cared for you!  

What would be
racing through the
mind of a young
child faced with a
disaster such as the
rising waters of
Hurricane Katrina
or the howling
winds of Hurricane
Ike?  Just imagine!  What emotional effects does
something like that have on a child;especially one
who has now been uprooted from everything they
have known from birth - home, school,and,at
times,even family?  Envision the terror of a child
who now fears thunderstorms,lightning, or 
howling winds;or the pain of one who has lost a
friend, a parent, or other relative due to these 

natural disasters!  While adults are busy working
through the recovery process of such devastation,
what process of recovery is available for their 
survivor children?  Who provides the ray of hope
that they need to recover from their pain,to 
discuss their fears,or even get a better under-
standing of what has happened to them?  Who…?

Thank God for enrichment programs like
Camp Noah!  During the aftermath of flooding in
the Upper Midwest in 1997,Lutheran Social

Services (“LSS”) of
Minnesota recognized
that  children were
hurting, too. LSS
created and designed
Camp Noah to 
foster and instill hope
into the lives of young 
survivors of disaster.
Camp Noah was
initiated in several
states ravaged by the
devastation of 
tornadoes, tropical
storms, floods and
hurricanes. In sum-
mer 2006, funding
provided by LSS
allowed G.R.A.C.E.

Comm unity Ser vices (“G.R.A.C .E.”) to
administer the Camp Noah program to 
approximately 75 young Hurricane Katrina and
Rita survivors and disenfranchised youth grades K
- 6. The Education Team of G.R.A.C .E. partnered
with local churches, schools, and community 
leaders to bring this Summer Enrichment Program
to the Nor thwest Houston area (specifically Acres

CAMP NOAH - An EXPERIENCE of

H O P E !
By Jacquelyn A.Williams
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Homes) where a 
number of displaced
Katrina survivor 
families had migrated.
Specific partnerships
with the management
of the Casa Nube en
M o n t g o m e r y
Apartments (formerly
Woodglen Village) and
Klein ISD ensured a
safe and productive 
environment for
G.R.A.C .E. campers.

Upon observa-
tion,one quickly notes that Camp Noah, withinG.R.A.C.E.
Comm unity Ser vices, is not just a camp;it is a commu-
nity experience of hope and love fueled by the enthusiasm
of the awesome G.R.A.C .E. Education Team (a team of
four highly motivated and dedicated individuals).The Grace
Education team is led by Alonzo Tibbs who serves as the
Director of Education.
Mr. Tibbs has designed
the education team to
be compassionate and
empathetic to the
needs of children.The
Grace Education Team
is made up of three
unique individuals who
strive in excellence:
Jay Warfield,Education
Team  Leader,Jaqueline
Williams,Admin.Asst.,
and Brandon Warfield
who serves as a teacher’s
aide. All strive to make
sure that the Camp
Noah Experience is
one that will never  be
forgotten. Children of the first G.R.A.C.E. Camp Noah
experience were 
provided one week of activities designed to be both 
therapeutic and enlightening.The children learned how to
be ready for disaster through the lesson of prepared boxes
which included various items that a child could take with
them in the event of an unexpected disaster. Each 
personalized box included such items as
toothbrush/toothpaste, bottled water, pencils,crayons and
coloring books,and other personal items that might make
a child feel secure during a crisis situation.In addition to
the prepared boxes,the kids participated in daily activities
which allowed them to express their feelings,share their
disaster experiences,and return to some sense of 
normalcy. At the end of the camp, they celebrated the
week with the “uniquely G.R.A.C .E.” grand finale parade
and carnival wherein the entire apartment complex was
transformed into an awesome wonderland of activities and
fun.The activities and food were plenteous and the atmos-

phere of unity was 
evident as Camp
Noah participants,
their families, and 
residents enjoyed this
grand celebration which
was truly a 
community experience!

In the last two
years, Camp Noah
has grown tremen-
dously!  In 2007,
Camp Noah was
again funded by LSS
along with additional grant money to provide services to
100+ survivor and disenfranchised kids.Lutheran Social
Services has since suspended support of the Camp Noah
programs.Nevertheless,because of the excellence of the
G.R.A.C.E.program,the dedication of the Education Team
staff and volunteers,and the dire need in the Acres Homes
community, G.R.A.C.E. Comm unity Ser vices was allowed

to continue the pro-
gram (although it had
to generate its own
resources to do so)!
And, continue it did
through the generous
support of the
Houston Area Urban
League and the American
Red Cross. Camp
Noah 2008 extended to
six weeks and hosted a
limited number of 
participants (with a wait-
ing list of potential
campers)!  And what a
successful six weeks…
powerful praise and
worship, faith-building

bible studies,daily dubious activities,fun-filled field trips,
and hearty meals.“What a Difference a Day Makes,”  is one
of the major highlights of the program in which kids are
awarded $5 McDonald’s gift cards for 
showing special abilities of leadership, enthusiasm,and/or
positive attitudes!  The relationship development is evident
each day as the kids eagerly await the opportunity to hear
their names called to take the famous walk down the “r ed
carpet” to receive their gift cards!   “What a Difference a
Day Makes” reinforces the theme of hope and love
throughout the entire camp experience as expressed by
the comments of our young campers:“I felt shy…once I
walked through Camp Noah’ s doors,I felt like an angel
walked through me and I could hear someone saying,
‘Welcome to the family...!’;Camp Noah …is where love
and caring take place. They love us like our parents love
us!”  Even the teachers are permanently impacted by the
Camp Noah experience as evidenced in the following
comments:“The camp was a long-lasting,breath-taking
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experience…!;I joined the Camp Noah team at a time
in my life when I needed to get back into the Word and
build my relationship with God,and the G.R.A.C .E. staff
helped me to do just that;WOW!  What can I say about
Camp Noah 2008?...I believe the Camp Noah
experience is like none other, from the first day meeting
the kids and staff to the last day reminiscing on the bond 
you’ve created between the kids and staff!”

If an acronym could best describe the hope that is 
fostered throughout the program,it would probably be
“Ha ving Outstanding People Experiences!” Healthy
children and families breed healthy communities. The
Education Team is committed to providing the hope and
love needed to cultivate a holistic community!
G.R.A.C .E.’s ultimate motivation for seeking out the 
necessary funding to continue offering excellent programs
such as Camp Noah is captured in this noteworthy quote

from Garrison Keillor: “Nothing you do for children is
ever wasted. They seem not to notice us…and they 
seldom offer thanks,but what we do for them is never
wasted!” However, the Education Team is committed to
providing the physical,emotional,and spiritual needs of not
only our children, but the community as a whole. Our
continued effort to meet these needs depends on 
the generous support of people that recognize their 
importance!  

If you would like to help us ensure that these programs
continue for future generations,please contact us at 281-
999-5070 or send an email to Alonzo Tibbs @
ozonolt@yahoo.com  As for the future of the Camp
Noah program… stay tuned for details! 

Camp Noah thanks The American Red Cr oss and Houston Urban Lea gue 
for sponsoring such an outstanding camp .
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by Kenette Williams

What is be wildering is tr ying to understand the
types of assistance available after a pr esidential 
disaster declaration has been deemed in an ar ea.

This ar ticle will tr y to unra vel the truth of what 
it all means.

First: Ever yone who has sustained dama ge due
to a declar ed disaster (declar ed by the Pr esident of
the United States) m ust r egister with FEMA. If you
do not mak e the call, you will not r eceive federal
assistance. After y our initial call, an inspector will
then be notif ied. The inspector will in turn contact
you to schedule an a ppointment to vie w the 
damaged facility and its contents (y our pr oper ty).
It is of e xtr eme impor tance that y ou show the
inspector all of y our dama ge. The inspector should
be making notes of the dama ges on the inspection
repor t. Most of the decisions made in r eference to
assistance (grant a war ds) are based on the 
inspector’ s repor t.

Ther e are FOUR avenues of assistance that ar e 
available to individuals and families who r egister
with FEMA. These pr ograms ar e made available in 
this sequence:

1. Private insurance
2. FEMA Housing assistance
3. Small Business Administration (SBA) loan

and,
4. The Individual and F amil y

Household Grant (IFG)
Program

Second: If you have 
private or personal insurance ,
you m ust use your insurance
benefits f irst. If you do NO T have
insurance , then this step is skipped 
in the sequence of deliv er y.

Thir d: After settling with y our insurance
compan y, you are then consider ed for housing
assistance under the FEMA Housing Grant
Program. The type and kind of help y ou r eceive will
be determined b y if you ar e a homeo wner 
or r enter .

If you r ent, and your r ental pr oper ty is declar ed
unlivab le by the FEMA inspector , you are eligib le
for r ental assistance ,and personal pr oper ty if it was 
damaged.

If you are a homeo wner and qualify , a FEMA
Housing Assistance Grant is most often giv en for
rental assistance or f or minimal r epairs to mak e
the home habitab le. The goal is to tak e care of
your housing needs while y ou seek funding to
rebuild or r eplace your home . Please note that y ou
will onl y receive funds or assistance for what is 
damaged. What is meant?  If y our kitchen floor
only sustained par tial dama ge, the inspector
repor ts the dama ge. You are awarded funds to
repair onl y what is dama ged, not to r eplace the 
entir e kitchen floor .

Four th: Another f orm of assistance could be an
SBA disaster loan to tak e care of dama ges not 
covered by insurance or the disaster housing 
program. If you are eligib le, then y ou will r eceive a
low inter est loan to co ver your disaster r elated
needs. It could be benef icial to help y ou on your
road to r ecover y. If you r eceive an SBA 
application in the mail do not thr ow it a way. It
could be y our tick et to IFG, the Individual and
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Famil y Grant pr ogram. This pr ogram ma y provide assistance with
meeting y our immediate needs when y ou are unable to meet y our 
disaster r elated e xpenses or serious needs thr ough any 
other pr ograms.

Dama ges must be disaster -related in or der to be 
eligib le for a grant a ward. You m ust also have a serious need or 
necessary expenses. This, simpl y put, means that the items y ou
requir e will mak e you safe, secure, and sanitar y. Luxur y items or
non-essential items ar e not to be r eplaced, only those things that
will ad dress the needs of the household that will ensur e that the y 
are safe, secure, and sanitar y.

In summar y, ther e are several factors that will determine if y ou
receive assistance: “The loss has to be disaster -related (a 
necessary expense or serious need). ”  The loss m ust be verif ied by
the FEMA inspector , and “The loss m ust constitute a serious and
essential need that aff ects your safety, security , or sanitar y needs.”
The facts ar e that most sur vivors will ne ver be the same . But,
government is a vailable to assist to help g et sur vivors safe, secure,
and sanitar y.

The onl y way to ensur e that y ou are protected fr om a 
catastr ophic event and f inancial loss is to ha ve the appr opriate 
insurance co verage.

For those individuals who ha ve exhausted all aid thr ough the 
federal system, they may be eligib le for assistance fr om other 
entities such as y our faith-based comm unities and other assistiv e 
programs. You would have to contact those a gencies and 
organizations independentl y to understand ho w the y can address 
some of your on-g oing needs.

For ad ditional inf ormation, please contact the Case
Management Depar tment at G.R.A.C .E. Comm unity Ser vices
(877) 839-1744 wher e they are committed to changing liv es and
mindsets one da y at a time…
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“Help us to Help hur ting people”

You can help victims of disasters each
year, disasters lik e hur ricanes, fir es,
and floods, by making a f inancial
gift to G.R.A.C .E. Comm unity
Services Relief Fund, which
enables us to pr ovide shelter ,
food, counseling and other 
assistance to victims of disaster
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Ike’s Worst Ma y Be Over, but F rustration Contin ues to Mount
by Christopher P.Kirksey

Millions of Texans from the Gulf Coast still ha ve a home intact, considering 
the immense dama ge by Hur ricane Ik e. Yet, despite their g ood for tune , ther e are
thousands of others that ar e not so lucky . Even worse is the fact that man y 
people ar e still f orced to sta y away from their homes e ven though the per ceived
worst of the e vent is said to be o ver. Most living in non-hur ricane aff ected ar eas will
likely never experience the le vel of displacement and frustration that the aff ected 
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thousands feel right no w. Mud, debris, no power
are all signs that this is g oing to be a long, uphill
battle as the countr y works to r ecover fr om this
ter rib le event. Even though some claim that this
is simpl y not as devastating as Hur ricane
Katrina, I would be quick to counter with the
point that to those aff ected with a loss of a
home , loss of security or e ven loss of their job ,
this m ust feel just lik e Katrina due to the sense
of loss and frustration f elt b y all those dealing 
with this situation.

For the time being, the common cur e being
prescribed by those in charg e of r elief eff or ts is
to “wait and be patient. ” Sounds a lot easier said
than done to me . With thousands acr oss the Gulf
Coast homeless and living in hotels, FEMA 
provided trailers and tents, yes tents! Getting their
lives back to normal is not as easy as y ou think.

Many Texas residents ar e now forced to “wait
and be patient” on the g overnment to pr ovide
assistance: food, clothing and shelter . Many
homeless thr oughout the ar ea are contin ually -
months after the hur ricane -- being tossed fr om
agency to a gency being constantl y told 
to “wait. ”

Sure, Gulf Coast r esidents sur vived the bigg est
hur ricane to strik e the coast in a quar ter 
centur y. Sure, FEMA cr ews are on the gr ound
assisting the cities in deciding which homes can
be rebuilt immediatel y, and those that need 
work bef ore residents can mo ve back in.

Sure, FEMA has given out some funds.
Without a doubt, volunteers with a gencies such
as The Red Cr oss,FEMA and The Salvation Arm y
are heading dail y into har d-hit neighborhoods,
delivering f ood to people in need. Sure, coun-
selors are available to help people to pr ocess the
flood of bur eaucratic r ed tape and to cope with
their tangled emotions. But, when it’ s all said and
done, many residents feel that g overnment 
officials are not f ocusing enough eff or ts on the 
economicall y challenged areas that ar e among 
the har dest hit.

Many shelters in har d hit ar eas have closed and
many residents are now homeless but still waiting
on assistance. Ther e’s still m uch work ahead on
the r oad to r ecovery and for the thousands left
homeless by Hur ricane Ik e, it is a day-to- 
day struggle .
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G.R.A.C .E. Assists Galveston Residents

By Cornelia Jammer

When Galv eston r esidents attempted to r eturn
home thr ee weeks after Hur ricane Ik e had 
devastated, destr oyed and shatter ed the homes
and dr eams of over 20,000 r esidents ther e was 
nothing left to r eturn to .

Ther e were ver y few buildings or homes that
were livable or consider ed acceptab le for human
natur e. Galveston r esidents had been tossed to
and fr o mo ving fr om shelters in Austin, San
Antonio , Houston and then transpor ted back to
Galveston. The r esidents of Galv eston came home
to miles and pounds of debris, homes f illed with
mold and a water suppl y that was not suitab le for
bathing, drinking or e ven laundr y. Yes, while
Galveston was consider ed to be inhabitab le and
unlivab le to the g eneral pub lic , city off icials allowed
Galveston r esidents to enter back into the city
under the pr etense that each famil y and individual
would have to assess their o wn needs to decide
how the y would r ebuild their liv es. Over the last
thr ee months, residents have found no consolation
in their judicial system, nor do the y feel lik e they 
are of any value to their comm unities.

The “aftermath that Hur ricane Ik e has caused
is not o ver and is not f orgotten, ” is what comes out
of the mouth of emerg ency management off icials
as well as “the aid is on the wa y” to help the 
people of Galv eston. Four months ha ve gone by
and the str eets are still f illed with trash; ther e are
limited housing facilities, hot water heaters cannot

be restor ed because the storm washed salt into the
homes as the y were covered by several f eet of
water . Traff ic lights still do not w ork, public 
transpor tation is limited, but 45 min utes Nor th
from Galv eston, Houston is still in r ecover y, but the
str eets are clean, ther e are blue tarps that ar e signs
that assessments have been done and people ar e 
beginning to r eturn to some since of normalcy .

As we tra vel back to Galv eston, it looks lik e the
storm just ha ppened. While driving do wn
Interstate 45, you are not onl y riding with cars but
you are passing by boats that ha ve been washed
ashore and not r emoved fr om the highwa ys.
Wher e is the help? Wher e is the funding? Who is
going to help these hur ting comm unities?  Is
Galveston livab le? Wher e are the concerns of
Galveston city off icials?  What is the priority of the
legislation; is it on commer ce and tourism or is it
on r ebuilding the liv es of the r esidents?  Will the
housing pr ojects r e-open?  These questions ar e 
puzzling the minds of Galv eston r esidents each day.
They are unanswered and the y do not pr ove to be 
questions of rhetoric!  

In late October , Grace Comm unity Ser vices
enter ed into Galv eston, par tnering with the
Lutheran Disaster Ser vices, to pr ovide case 
management to 267 r esidents living inside a tent
placed on an asphalt f oundation 40 kilometers
away fr om the e ver popular Moody Gar dens.
Wher e that ar ea used to be kno wn for famil y fun
and enter tainment, it was no w used as a last resort
to house several r esidents that had no other 
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alternatives. Inside of this shelter there were
families,single men,single women, elderly, disabled and 
children.The population comprised of every ethnicity and 
race, disaster and survival have no color.

The federal government stepped in and built this 
infrastructure to house these residents for fourteen days.
Under the direction of Incident Commander Kevin Dinnin
who is CEO of Baptist Child and Family Services,the tent
was built and maintained like a military facility. Dinnin 
stated,“The mission is to find these residents transitional
housing,a shelter is not a home.” Dinnin also stated,“We
will treat these residents as our guests,like you would at 
a hotel.”  

Indeed that was the mission and the focus. Grace
Community Services under the leadership of Founder &
CEO Ruama Camp rose to the challenge. The challenge
and the opportunity to make history again as the first
African American disaster team in the country,but also as
the first participants in the state designed case 
management pilot program.

Camp stated to her team on a Sunday evening before
the deployment,“this is not about us,we are on a mission
to serve,a door has opened and we will walk in the door
and shut it by leaving a lasting impression knowing that we
served the people of this community well.”  Heather Gatlin
who serves as the Vice President of the Lutheran Social
Services/Disaster Response hit the pavement with that
same attitude leading the troops into the serenity prayer
as the team prepared to walk in unmarked territor y.
Making history, the job was accomplished,providing case
management services to over 250 residents placing each
family or individual in a temporary or transitional living 
situation. While the hoorays and hallelujahs sprung forth
because our mission was accomplished,goals were met
and the deadlines were surpassed.However, in the back of 
our minds we knew that this assignment was not over.

Returning back home was one of the hardest tasks the
case management team from Grace could have ever faced.
Leaving Galveston having a bitter sweet taste of victory left
swelling at the roof of my mouth and boiling in the pit of
my stomach.One week after the Thanksgiving Holiday the
nightmare revisited us as we traveled back to partner with
Congresswoman Sheila Jackson Lee, as she began a task
force to begin shaking up the officials, pastors,
community leaders and residents to make a stance to get 
their city back.

Congresswoman Lee stated,“It is time for answers.”
As she addressed issues concerning the fall of UTMB in
Galveston as well as the re-opening of the housing 
projects. Lee stated,“for the record and I am going to take
this to Washington,I feel that a city without a full
functioning medical facility is a city destined for 
future problems and this is not just a disaster related issue
but a issue for the Homeland Security Committee” in 
which,Lee serves as Chairman.

Lee also referenced that after Hurricane Katrina,the
Charity Hospital in New Orleans has not re-opened,she
also made mention to the housing projects that housed
thousands of New Orleans residents,has not re-opened.
After that outdoor town hall meeting hosted at the Mount
Olive Baptist Church in their parking lot,Congresswoman
Lee left a challenge on the table for political officials as well
as community leaders and federal emergency 
management staff.

The challenge was to get the ball rolling,make noise,
and be consistent.Grace Community Services stepped in
to be a voice for the people that are left with nothing.
CEO, Ruama Camp joined the North Side Galveston task
force as the Case Management Liaison and Consultant.As
Grace continues to go where no one has gone before and
reach where no one will reach the fight gets harder and 
the struggle gets tougher.

The Galveston North Side task force is lead by Pastor
Allen of the Mt.Calvary Missionary Baptist Church as well
as the Pastor Berkley of the Mt.Olive Missionary Baptist
Church. These two pastors have proven themselves to be
diligent in helping to restore and preserve their 
communities. Grace is committed to helping the
Galveston residents get their lives back. With the 
collaboration from governmental agencies,partnerships
with congress representation as well as city officials,
residents can be given a beacon of hope and a shed of light.

The work does not stop for Ruama Camp or her staff.
Grace Community Services was built by a woman who 
suffered a disaster and was left alone,and given a hand up,
she took her hand up and sowed into the lives of others.
Grace will stop at nothing to help the people. Galveston
Island will never be the same and the odor of disaster may
not change,but the mindset and lives of the people are up
for grabs and can still be transformed and restored. Grace
Community Services a ministry built for the people by the
people.
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IOW A
Courtesy of By Jeff Holmes
News correspondent - Gazetteonline.com

Though the magnitude of flood damage in Cedar
Rapids surpasses any other place in Iowa,many other cities 
suffered numbing damage in June flooding.

Here’s an overview from five of those hard-hit cities -
Palo,Vinton,Anamosa,Elkader and Decorah - are coming 
along with flood recovery.

Palo
No city suffered a greater per-capita loss in the 

flooding than Palo. All but 13 of the town's 423 homes 
suffered some kind of flood damage - damage estimated at
$22 million. Six months later, half the homes have been
rehabbed and are reoccupied.And some more good news 
for the city of 950:The city now has a public well.

Recently,clean,safe water became available at the city
fire station,a place where residents can fill water jugs at
any time. City officials couldn't say how many people are
getting clean water from the city well, but said some 
private wells in Palo are safe,and some aren't.The city has
no water system,and residents rely on private wells,some 

of which were contaminated by the flood.
“When the flood hit, we had no safe water,” City

Administrator Stacy Dix said.“We had to bring in bottled
water or water trucks.”  Eventually,Dix said,the city would
like to have residents vote on bonds to pay for installing a
residential water system.But having that safe water supply
at the fire station is symbolic of Palo's progress,Dix said.
“The flood was devastating," she said."But I think in a lot
of ways,it has made the community more of a community 
again.It’s brought us together.”

Vinton
When the Cedar River began rolling over its banks

June 10,the 20-year old Benton County Law Enforcement
Center, two blocks from the river, was thought to be safe.
Two days later, it became yet another victim of the Floods
of 2008.In the early morning hours of June 12,the Cedar
River rushed through a weak spot in the sandbag dike that
surrounded the building and wiped out offices, the 
communication center and the county jail,along with 
around 100 homes in Vinton.

The sheriff's office and communications center have
moved into a temporary space in the old West Elementary

Eastern Io wa cities still hob bled by flood
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Building.But what could not be temporarily replaced was
the county jail,which will cost $3 million to $4 million to
replace - probably in a location farther from the river.
Benton County prisoners are now housed all over Eastern
Iowa,with jails in Tama,Iowa,Jones and Buchanan counties
taking the bulk.“It’s been difficult,” Sheriff Randy Forsyth 
said.“We’ve been transporting people all over the place.”

Anamosa
Like all the major rivers in Eastern Iowa, the

Wapsipinicon came up faster and bigger than anyone
expected the night of June 12.The floodwaters breeched

the levees that surrounded the city's sewer treatment
plant and,within minutes,raw sewage flowed out of the
plant and buried Anamosa High School’s softball,baseball
and football fields. More than 10 feet of sewage covered
the baseball and softball fields,topping the outfield fences.
It covered the football field and track,topping out 13 
inches up the scoreboard and seven rows up 
the bleachers.

For Anamosa High School activities director, Derek
Roberts,it was a nightmare. The Blue Raider football team 

concluded on page 18B
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UPCOMING CLASSES
Class Date Time Location

CERT Class Tues., Jan.20, 2009 6 p.m. - 9 p.m. G.R.A.C .E. Comm unity Ser vices
5615 Nor thw est Central Dr ., Ste. 104,
Houston TX 77092  |  (713) 839-9300

100 Series Sat., Jan.17, 2009 9 a.m. - 3 p.m. Faith Temple Evang elistic Center
P.O. Box 10-A, Cor rigan, TX 75939  |  (409) 398-9361

100 Series Jan.26 - Jan.28, 2009 6:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m. G.R.A.C .E. Comm unity Ser vices
5615 Nor thw est Central Dr ., Ste. 104,
Houston TX 77092  |  (713) 839-9300
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Hur ricane Ik e slammed into the Texas Gulf
Coast on the morning of Satur day, September
13, 2008. Ike made landfall at 2:10 a.m. near the
city of Ba yto wn, Texas and was the thir d most
destructiv e hur ricane to e ver hit the United
States. It was the ninth named storm, fifth 
hur ricane and thir d major hur ricane of the 2008
Atlantic hur ricane season.

By the earl y morning hours of September 5,

Ike was a Categor y 4 hur ricane , with maxim um

sustained winds of 145 mph. That made it the

most intense storm so far in the 2008 Atlantic

hur ricane season. At one point the diameter of

Ike’s tr opical storm and hur ricane f orce winds

were 550 miles and 240 miles r espectively,

making Ik e the most massiv e Atlantic hur ricane

ever r ecorded. As such, had Ike made landfall as

a Categor y 3 or higher , the hur ricane w ould have

likely had a record br eaking storm surg e and the

potential f or dama ge could have been far w orse

than what was seen with Hur ricane Katrina.

People in lo w-lying ar eas who had not 

heeded evacuation or ders, in single-famil y 

one- or tw o-stor y homes, were warned b y the

weather ser vice that the y may “face cer tain

death” fr om the o vernight storm surg e, a 

statement that turned out to be true f or some .

By Christopher P. Kirksey
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In regional Texas towns,electrical power
began failing before 8 p.m.,leaving millions
without power (estimates range from 2.8 
million to 4.5 million customers).

In Galveston,by 4 p.m.on September
12,the rising storm surge began overtop-
ping the 17-ft Galveston Seawall, which
faces the Gulf of Mexico;waves had been crashing along the
seawall earlier, from 9 a.m.Although Seawall
Boulevard is elevated above the shoreline,
many areas of town slope down behind the
seawall to the lower 
elevation of Galveston Island.

Even though there were advance 
evacuation plans,a quarter of the area’s 
residents paid no attention to calls for them
to evacuate, despite predictions that most of
Galveston Island and surrounding areas would
suffer heavy flooding from storm tide. By 6
p.m.Friday night,estimates varied as to how
many of the 58,000 Galveston residents remained,but the fig-
ures of remaining residents were in the thou-
sands.Widespread flooding included down-
town Galveston: deep inside the Galveston
County Courthouse, and the University of
Texas Medical Branch at Galveston was flood-
ed.Tourist attractions on the island suffered 
various degrees of damages.

In Houston,windows broke in downtown
buildings such as the 75-story JP Morgan
Chase Tower, and Reliant Stadium was dam-
aged. Also, as a result of the high wind and eye wall that
passed directly through the city,power outages were a major
problem,as some residents were still without electricity over
three weeks after landfall.Luckily, since the storm system
moved rapidly and did not linger over Houston, flooding 
wasn’t a major problem for most of the city of Houston,as it 
normally is as a result of the geography.

On Bolivar Peninsula,Texas, dozens of people were 
rescued as flood waters exceeded 12 feet above sea level in
advance of the hurricane. The peninsula bore the brunt of
Ike's right-front quadrant,historically the worst part of a 
hurricane, and experienced catastrophic damage with the
worst being between Rollover Pass and Gilchrist,Texas - west
of High Island.Estimates of lost homes exceeded 80%.The
Southeast Texas communities of Bridge City on Sabine Lake
and large areas of nearby Orange, (80 miles from the center
of landfall),were inundated by the storm surge. Several 
residents in these low lying areas were not prepared for the
devastation. In several Southeast Texas cities,hundreds of 
residents are still homeless.

Ike left millions without power in several states as it blew
through Houston, later Dallas,moving upward through
Canada and has been blamed for 164 deaths.Of these, 74
were in Haiti,which was already trying to recover from the
impact of three storms earlier that year: Fay, Gustav, and
Hanna. In the United States,hundreds are still missing.

Damages from Ike in US coastal areas are estimated at 
$27 billion. Ike was the third costliest U.S.hurricane of all
time, behind Hurricane Andrew of 1992 and Hurricane 
Katrina of 2005.
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Louisiana Family Recovery Corps is a
501(c)(3) nonprofit corporation. The
Recovery Corps coordinates the 
“humanitarian service delivery” in the
aftermath of disasters whether they are
man-made or natural. The Louisiana
Family Recovery Corps was officially
tasked by the State of Louisiana to provide
for the recovery of the citizens of
Louisiana when they were struck back-to-
back in the summer of 2005 with
Hurricanes Katrina and Rita. The
Recovery Corps is committed to 
facilitating human recovery from 
disaster. They do this by connecting 
displaced survivors/citizens with services
and information;they help to coordinate the delivery
of services and information, and keep the survivors
informed of the resources and services that 
are available.

The focus for the Recovery Corps is to allow the
participants of the program the opportunity to be as
self-sufficient as possible. They work diligently with 
survivors to recognize and review the options given
and to choose the path that will lead them to a sense
of “normalcy.”  Raymond Jetson, CEO of Louisiana
Family Recovery Corps,believes that “investing in the
well-being of people, empowering them to achieve
beyond what they thought possible, and finding real
solutions to their (survivors) obstacles is the true 
work of human recovery.” 

And, he is committed
to making sure that his
team and constituents
uphold that mantra as they
set about the myriad of
programs and services that
are offered and available to
the citizens impacted by
Hurricanes Katrina and
Rita, and most recently,
Hurricanes Ike and Gustav.

Jetson also believes that
in order to foster true
recovery, several things
need to go hand in hand.
He believes that the most
effective tool to recovery is
case management.He also
stated that in conjunction

with case management,financial support
needs to be reviewed. Case Management
is most effective if it is accompanied by
direct financial aid that will assist families
in setting and meeting those recovery
goals that will help the survivor to be
self-sufficient post-disaster. He also
knows that systems have to be put in
place to assist families with their needs.
Before services can be offered,they need
to be aligned with the demographics of a
population.They must also be available in
places that residents can access them.
Positive mental and emotional health for
all who are involved is critical as well.
The Recovery Corps recognizes that
recovery-related stress and depression

are common across the board regardless of income,
race,gender,age,or geography. Effective interventions 
are a requirement to alleviate issues.

The Louisiana Family Recovery Corps is based in
Baton Rouge, Louisiana.They are proud to recognize
that their efforts are greatly appreciated by the more
than 30,000 households that they have assisted with
housing,recovery planning,and mental health and
emotional well-being since January 2006.They can also
report that they have partnered with local initiatives to
help with the rebuild effort (more that 450 households
restored), and nearly 10,000 disaster-impacted 
children attended Recovery Corp sponsored 
enrichment programs.As proud partners with LFRC
GRACE Community Services was able to bring free

OSHA and CDL classes to
the Tri-parish area. The
H.U.B. (Hope and Unity
Building) classes were held
in Convent,Louisiana.We
give Raymond Jetson and
LFRC a round of applause
for giving the people what
they needed most,a hand
up and not a hand out.
For more information
about LFRC, Louisiana 
Family Recovery Corps,
please call 225.381.3915.

The LFRC is commit-
ted to Building Resiliency!

LFRC:
What does it really stand for?

Raymond Jetson
CEO

By Kenette Williams
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Houston, Texas
South
Tec Italy Nail Salon 12825 S.Post Oak B-1,Houston,TX  77045
Home Cleaners 12825 S.Post Oak B-1,Houston,TX  77045
Computer Pros 12825 S.Post Oak B-1,Houston,TX  77045
Conoco 4444 Fuqua,Houston,TX  77045
Hair by Sunny 4407 W. Fuqua,Houston,TX  77045
Eagle Food 12803 Hiram Clarke,Houston,TX  77045
Shell Corner of Hiram Clarke & Main
Valero Tranco 13301 Hiram Clarke Houston,TX  77045
Conoco 4104 Fuqua,Houston,TX  77053
Central Dental 4318 Fuqua,Houston,TX  77045
Linas Nail 4326 Fuqua,Houston,TX  77053
Phenomenal Phase 4328 Fuqua,Houston,TX  77045
USA Budget Cleaners 4412 Fuqua,Houston,TX  77045
Shipley’s Donuts 4410 Fuqua,Houston,TX  77045
Come and Go Food Store 4414 Fuqua,Houston,TX  77045
Foodarama Grocery Store 4425 W. Fuqua,Houston,TX  77045

East
Ulvade Ranch Apts. 5300 S.Lake Houston Pkwy.,Houston,TX  7704
Food Town #201 5 Ulvade, Houston,TX  77015
Chevron Food Market 389 Uvalde, Houston,TX  77015
Texaco Food Store 13030 Woodforest Ste.A.,Houston,TX  77015
Kroger Signature 12620 Woodforest,Houston,TX  77015
TGF Hair Salon 12620 Woodforest,Suite 190,Houston,TX  77015
E.Houston Medicine 902 Normandy, Houston,TX  77015
Fitness Connection 12032 East Freeway,Houston,TX  77029
TX School of Business 12030 East Freeway,Houston,TX  77029
Discount Tires 1150 East Freeway,Jacinto,TX  77029
Jacinto Davita Dialysis 11515 Market,Houston,TX  77029
24 Hour Fitness 11420 IH-10 Freeway Club, Jacinto City,TX  77029
Coffee Contigo 11430 IH-10 East,Ste. 304,Houston,TX  77029
East Houston Urgent Care 11410 IH-10 East,Ste. 168,Houston,TX  77029
Shell 10230 East Freeway,Houston,TX  77029
Holiday Inn Express 11460 East Freeway,Houston,TX  77017

Nor th
Ella Nails 4208-G Ella Blvd.,Houston,TX  77018
DJ Ella Cleaners 4214 Ella Blvd.,Houston,TX  77018
Dr. Mathew NaFtis 4218 Ella Blvd.,Houston,TX  77018
Professional Cleaners 1 Hour 5112 Ella Blvd.,Houston,TX  77076
HCC - Northeast 1265 Pinemont Dr.,Houston,TX  77018
Wiley Mortuary 1290 Pinemont Dr.,Houston,TX  77018
Clips & Tips 5624 W.Tidwell,Houston,TX  77091
Q Hair Beauty Supply #2 5624 W.Tidwell,#102,Houston,TX  77091
Public Storage 5686 DeSoto, Houston,Tx  77091
Beauty Empire 6002-L Antoine, Houston,TX  77091
Cleaners Express 6002-M Antoine, Houston TX  77091
Unique Nails 6612 Antoine, Houston,TX  77091
J's Beauty Supply 6616 Antoine, Houston,TX  77091
The Learning Garden 6672 Antoine, Houston,TX  77091
Nor thwest Beauty School 6770 Antoine, Houston,TX  77055
Vi Salon 5716 W. Little York, Houston,TX  77091
Sun Shop 5730 Little York, Houston,TX  77091
Chevron Food Market 3405 Little York, Houston,TX  77091

Southw est
Chevron Food Market 7502 Westheimer Rd.,Houston,TX  77057
Valero 7802 Westheimer Rd.,Houston,TX  77057
Texaco Food Store 9530 Westheimer Rd.,Houston,TX  77057
Exxon Tiger Mart 9670 Westheimer Rd.,Houston,TX  77063
Shell 10202 Westheimer Rd.,Houston,TX  77060

Exxon 10410 Westheimer Rd.,Houston,TX  77042
Shell 2706 West Sam Houston,Houston,TX  77042
Chevron Food Market 9566 Westheimer Rd.,Houston,TX  77063
Shell 9503 Westheimer Rd.,Houston,TX  77063
Stop N In 2633 Winrock Blvd.,Houston,TX  77057
Valero #2588 6333 San Felipe, Houston,TX  77057
Chevron Food Market 1702 Fountainview, Houston,TX  77057
Fountainview Car Care 5902 San Felipe, Houston,TX  77057
Chevron Food Market 5660 Westheimer, Houston,TX  77057
Chimney Rock on the Run 5702 Westheimer, Houston,TX  77057
Shell 2602 West Loop South,Houston,TX  77027
Steve's Automotive 5215 Richmond Ave.,Houston,TX  77056
Food Mart Plus 5201 Richmond Ave.,Houston,TX 77056
Chimney Rock Car Care 2839 Chimney Rock,Houston,TX 77056
Texaco Food Store 3110 Richmond,Houston,TX  77057

Beaumont, Texas
Antioch Baptist Church 3920 W. Cardinal Drive,Beaumont,TX 77705
Borden Chapel Baptist Church 3495 Roland Rd.,Beaumont,TX 77708
Cathedral of Faith Baptist Church3765 Fannett Rd.,Beaumont,TX 77705
Mt. Gilead Baptist Church 2435 Gulf St.,Beaumont,TX 77703
Douglas Memorial CMEChurch 1370 Ewing St.,Beaumont,TX 77701

Orang e,Texas
Greater St.Paul Fellowship 1704 14th St.,Orange,TX 77630
Mt. Calvary Baptist Church 612 3rd St.,Orange,TX 77630
Mt. Olive Baptist Church 106 W. Park Ave.,Orange,TX 77630
Mt. Zion Baptist Church 512 W. John Ave.,Orange,TX 77630

Por t Ar thur ,Texas
Mt. Sinai Baptist Church 501 W.Thomas Blvd.,Port Arthur,TX 77640

Lake Charles, Louisiana
Greater St.Mary Baptist Church 1401 Moeling St.,Lake Charles,LA 70601

Baton Roug e, Louisiana
Star Hill Church 1400 N.Foster Rd.,Baton Rouge, LA 70806
Fellowship Tabernacle 1450 N.Airway Dr.,Baton Rouge, LA 70815

St. John Parish
G.R.A.C.E.Community Services 2015 W. Airline Hwy.,LaPlace,LA  70068
The Housing Authority #1 Elm Loop, LaPlace, LA 70068 

St. Charles Parish
The Housing Authority 200 Boutte Estates Dr.,Boutte, LA 70039

St. James (The Baptist) P arish
The Housing Authority 6220 Rev.Thomas Scott St.,Convent,LA 70723
G.R.A.C.E.(The H.U.B.) 9282 Central Project St.,Convent,LA 70723

New Orleans, Louisiana
First United Baptist Church 131 S.Jefferson Davis Pkwy.,New Orleans,LA 70119
Christian Unity Baptist 1700 Conti Street,New Orleans,LA 70112

Coming Soon To A City Near You!

*This is not a complete listing.Additional locations and cities to follow.

Where Can You Find the Disaster Tribune?



The New Year is on its way,and the past is behind you.
The time has come where you can press into a new
season that is forced upon you by God’s spiritual alarm
clock. Is your past really behind you? Can you move into
a new year and let the frustrations,tears,trials and pains
from last year go?  Will you focus on the lessons learned
and the victories won or will you continue to be defeated
for the battles lost. Going into this New Year, you must
begin to put your spirit,mind and body through the three
R’s; Renovation,Rebuilding,and Refreshing. In the New
Year, you must go through the process of renovation and
get rid of all old remnants of your past that continue to
haunt you and keep you in mental anguish and spiritual 
bondage.

When a contractor begins to renovate a home, he
begins by removing all sheetrock from the damaged house;
then,by creating a sliding motion with his hands he uses a
sledge hammer to gut out all of the walls,making sure he
leaves no remains from the old sheetrock. He will only
leave the wood that makes up the foundation.Renovation
is where transformation begins.In the book of Romans,
Chapter 12,God speaks to us through the Apostle Paul.
He is letting us know that the transformation begins 
through the renewing of our minds.

Moving forward into 2009,you have to begin the 
renovation of your thoughts,mind and spirit. Using our
contractor again,all of the sheetrock has been removed;all
of the debris has been cleaned up and disposed of and now
he is working with the foundational pieces and a clean
slate. The contractor is now ready to begin the process of

rebuilding;rebuilding takes new supplies,new sheetrock,
fresh paint,new nails and a new plan. In the book of
Nehemiah Chapter 6,Nehemiah is commissioned and takes
charge to rebuild the wall;he has challenged people with a
fresh mindset to begin a new task. Our Contractor has
begun nailing the new sheetrock pieces on our foundation,
as he is working he realizes that he cannot place them back
the same way,because the foundation has changed.When
your mindset has changed and you have allowed the Holy
Spirit to impart transformation for renovation and new
materials for your rebuild,now you are going into a season 
of refreshing.

Our contractor has measured,cut and nailed all of the
new walls up to the foundation.He has also done the prep
work, using his putty knife to float and tape all of the nail
holes;he has primed the wall and prepared the area for its
first coat of fresh paint.The refreshing has begun.The rain
is gone. The tears have dried up,and joy is seeping through
the clouds. Once the contractor had finished all of the 
hard work he was then able to bring the project to life.

Imagine that it was your house that the contractor was 
renovating, and you were there through the whole
process.One day, you walk into the house through the
same door that you have walked in everyday; but you
quickly peruse around with your eyes and notice that you
didn’t walk into the same house. I challenge you to be
refreshed in 2009.Change your mind, think bigger, walk
taller,talk smarter and pray harder. It is a new day and God
has his paint brush.He is ready to saturate the new
sheetrock with a refreshing coat of paint.
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Although the devastation that Hurricane Ike left
behind is obvious on the ground,it was also obvious
from the satellites in space that fly overhead.

Hurricane Ike came ashore in Texas at 2:10 a.m.
CDT, Sept.13,and brought a wall of water over 13
feet high,sweeping through Galveston Island,and
many Texas Gulf Coast cities.Ike made landfall with
sustained winds near 110 mph,just 1 mph short of a 
Category 3 hurricane.

Ike’s storm surge denuded the inundated areas
leaving almost no ground vegetation behind.In these
flooded areas,Ike washed away green lawns and
trees leaving only bare reddish soils.Ike's devastation
left millions in the dark for weeks,thousands were left
homeless and the cost of the damages are estimated to be 
over $50 million.

And now?  We must move on.
Philippians 3:13-14 (New American Standard Bible)
Brethren,I do not regard myself as having laid hold of it yet;but
one thing I do:forgetting what lies behind and reaching forward
to what lies ahead,press on toward the goal for the prize of the 
upward call of God in Christ Jesus.

It’s a new year,and a great time to take back control of
your life.It's a time to list some goals for yourself - not the
same New Year's resolutions of the past,but honest
changes in your life that may improve your self-esteem,
health and perspective.

Start with true and realistic goals: What are you doing
now that makes you feel the most pride and satisfaction?
Place these at the top of your list with the word
“Continue.” But then ask yourself if certain activities are
hurting the quality time you could be spending with 
your family.

Now, think about things in your life that you want to
change. Reflect upon your physical,Spiritual,recreational
and financial well-being. What are your deepest desires?
It’s OK to list one or two items that seem unattainable for
now but include a related,more realistic goal, such as
opening a retirement savings account to help finance your
dreams over the long term.Then,list the items you know
you can do.But,don’t jump in over your head! If your goal
is to continue your education,start with one class to see

By Christopher P.Kirksey
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if it is what you really want. Does it fit with your 
current responsibilities?

Work out a plan for your goals.Don’t start too many
at once. Enlist the help of your spouse, neighbor or 
children.It’s always easier with a buddy and a cheerleading
section. Perhaps these ideas can help guide you toward 
your dreams.

Eat Healthier
Set aside time each week to create menus and translate
them into shopping lists;you always save money when you
stick to a list.Remove temptations from the pantry.Don’t
eat in the car. Choose healthy snacks.Drink more water.
Make this a plan for life,not just a temporary diet.

Take Classes
What type of career would you
like to pursue? How can you
use credits obtained so far
to your best advantage?
What financial resources
are available? Do you prefer
online or classroom learning?
Where can you go to set aside 
a study area?

Spend Mor e Time with
Your Kids
While car time can be
quality time, it should
not be the only quality
time! Think about
projects and activities
you could enjoy
together. Perhaps you
could learn tae kwon
do or spend time
hiking local trails
together. Watch
your child’s favorite
TV show together.

Get Physically Fit
Evaluate your present
fitness level. Have you
been a slug too long?
What can you do to get
motivated or kick it up a 
notch? Would working out with a partner help keep you
on track?

Get Financiall y Fit
What are your financial responsibilities? Where can you
cut spending to put more money into savings and 
investments? How will you set up a savings plan?

Remember ...It's a Ne w Year - bring out the NEW
YOU!
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Advertising Works!
Your Advertising Helps Us To Help Hur ting People

Call 713.839.9300  |  877.839.1744
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While w orking late at m y desk, I hear d an excruciating but beautiful sound

coming fr om the Disaster Institute classr oom. It was the IT guy . I asked him what

he was doing. He simpl y said, “Relaxing. ”  As he began to e xpr ess himself while

playing a popular video game complete with a guitar and loud boistorious m usic ,

I became mor e intrigued in what he did f or the organization, G.R.A.C .E.

Comm unity Ser vices. As I saw him r eleasing the str ess from mo ving betw een

flights fr om Houston to Ne w Orleans and driving fr om La Place , Louisiana to

Convent, Louisiana, I was in awe!  The young mastermind, Demetrius Thompson,

produces a place for connection and netw orking. As the f irst African-American

Disaster Case Mana gement team in the countr y striv es to touch the liv es of the

underprivileg ed and underser ved, a website f or the people was born.

Gracefriends.com’ s intent is to bring variety and cr eativity to Christians while

providing them a spiritual place f or connection. After hours of r esearching 

and studying, Thompson f ound that the secular w orld had pr oven to be successful

in the ar ea of social netw orking. Wh y not a faith-based site that united people 

from diff erent faith-based organizations?  It is histor y in the making!

By Cornelia Jammer
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Demetrius Thompson II
The mind behind “the booth”



Gracefriends.com will allo w people to b log on
familiar spiritual topics as w ell as meet people
from other cities and states that shar e a common
inter est in kno wing and applying faith-based 
principles to their liv es. Thompson stated, “I 
wanted to bring the faith based comm unity a
refreshing comm unication tool that was cr eative 
and unique .”

Gracefriends.com is open to all a ges;it has been
explained as a melting pot f or comm unication
betw een all races, cultur es and genders.
Gracefriends.com is e xpected to beat all od ds 
intr oducing a new flavor to the spiritual comm unity .
Thompson’ s plans are for Gracefriends.com to
become a national comm unication tool linking all
denominations to gether acr oss the United States.
Gracef iends.com pr ovides various  ne ws and 

information a venues, forums to host discussions,
games for solace to o verw ork ed minds, job 
postings for the g o-getter , event calendars f or the
comm unity activist, an online dir ector y for the
value shopper , Christian videos f or humor ous
saints and a host of other e xciting tabs and links.
Gracefriends.com is the place Christians connect.
Log on and get the jolt y ou need toda y. We can’t
wait to become y our friend. W e are 
calling all the ushers, chur ch secretaries, ministers
of m usic, head deaconesses, leaders of the f inance
ministr y and all the other g ood saints to lo g on and
become par t of histor y and the larg est spiritual
internet congr egation in the countr y. Put your 
chur ch on the ma p. W e will be waiting f or you.
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Embracing open arms of people that ar e hun-
gry, sharing inf ormation with a comm unity that is
star ving to kno w mor e, and teaching the people
how to put what the y learn to action, is the r ea-
son why Grace Comm unity Ser vices exists.
Reaching out to the comm unity and opening
doors that ha ve never been opened is the mission
and goal of Grace Comm unity Ser vices and its
founder Ruama Camp . Over the past y ear Grace
has had the oppor tunity to ser ve the comm unity
in several diff erent capacities. Whether it was
mentoring, collecting trash, educating, boxing
food to pass out to
families, picking up
debris lefto ver fr om
Hur ricane Ik e, Grace
was ther e. Grace is one
of those organizations
that can be compar ed
to American Expr ess
Travel Checks, don’ t
leave home without it.

During the aftermath
of Hur ricane Ik e, ther e
was a definite need f or
volunteers to w ork the
POD sites, pick up
debris, transpor t senior
citiz ens, and distribute
supplies to families who
were unable to get to
the POD sites. The
staff at Grace
Comm unity Ser vices
was able to push
thr ough their o wn pain
and sufferings fr om the dama ge that the
Hur ricane left hanging o ver the air and r emem -
ber that its mission is designated to sa ving the
people . Moving past their o wn frustrations, the
Grace Staff r ose to another challeng e. Working
with city off icials in the Acr es Homes ar ea, the
Houston F ood Bank and the mana gement staff
fr om Casa Nube en Montg omer y (formall y
known as Woodglen Villa ge), Grace was able to
provide, water , cleaning supplies, toiletries and 
personal h ygiene pr oducts to o ver 150 families.

Ther e was not one famil y that attended that
did not g et ser ved on that da y. Not onl y were the
families b lessed to tak e home f ood and other
necessities, but Grace was b lessed to have over
40 volunteers pr esent to help us fr om the 
registration desk all the wa y down to unpacking
boxes. Each volunteer left the e vent empo wered
and excited that the y were able to touch so man y
lives. One of the most impor tant factors in a
non-pr ofit ar e the volunteers: The volunteers ar e
people that giv e of themselv es to “help” the
organization accomplish its mission to ser ve.

Without v olunteers a 
non-pr ofit organization
will not sur vive. Our
volunteers ar e not
just or dinar y volunteers;
the y are special 
people!  

Our v olunteer base
is deriv ed fr om our
CERT (Comm unity
Emerg ency Response
Teams) gr oup. These
special people have
attended one of our
eight w eek courses
and dedicated them -
selves to helping
their comm unity . In
their commitment to
serve the comm unity ,
they also have 
partner ed with Grace
Comm unity Ser vices to
provide hope to other

comm unities b y volunteering their ser vices and 
their time .

In 2008, Grace was able to successfull y 
graduate another 70 people who ar e now CERT
Cer tif ied. In August of this past y ear, Grace held
its culminating eight w eek CERT Drill at the
Houston Fir e Academ y, located on the southeast
side of Houston. Thanks to Chief J oseph Gr egor y,
we were able to ha ve civilian v olunteers as w ell as
fir emen that w ere in training. This CERT Drill was
a true test of skill, diligence, and pr eparedness.

by Cornelia Jammer
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With a smok e filled house , with f ir es being
star ted all o ver the gr ounds, a turned o ver vehi-
cle with a human body lodg ed in it, this was as
real as it gets. CERT is a training that is imper -
ativ e to the lif e of each individual, famil y and
household. CERT training should be a necessity
and not an after thought. Grace Comm unity
Services is excited about mo ving into the Ne w
Year and w orking with chur ches, small 
businesses and individuals. Grace desir es to
educate and empo wer individuals to tak e
responsibility f or their home and families 
and comm unities.

Grace wants a famil y to kno w that the y are
the captains of their o wn destin y. Grace 
contin ues to empo wer families thr ough 
education. Grace has classes for chur ches to get
involved in pr oviding disaster r esponse and
recover y services to the comm unity . Grace has
par tner ed with se veral diff erent chur ches 
over this past y ear, ending the y ear with a
Disaster 101 class at Christian Tabernacle , a
chur ch located on the east side of the Gr eater
Houston Ar ea. In a collaborativ e effor t with
Pastor Ir vin Clark, Leadership and
Development P astor at Christian Tabernacle ,
Grace was able to par tner with this chur ch to 
provide a basic disaster pr eparedness class.

On a Satur day morning o ver 30 par ticipants
attended an all da y workshop g eared to help
teach individuals ho w to par ticipate in their
str ength when it comes to disaster r esponse
and recover y. Grace off ers classes to chur ches
in case management, construction and 
sheltering, and volunteer and hospitality . Our
goal is to mak e sure a church capitaliz es on
what ser vices they can provide to a comm unity
instead of f ocusing or straining to par ticipate in

an area that is
not a str ength
for them.
When it comes
to comm unity
service Grace
is ther e, follo w-
ing the mission
from its F ounder
and CEO. Grace
is committed to
changing liv es
and mindsets
one day at a
time . Grace’s
hope and pra yer f or the Ne w Year is to 
contin ue educating chur ches, individuals and 
businesses to get pr epared, stay prepared and
share the message of pr eparedness. Out of the
mouth of Ca ptain Khallid Gr een, founder of In-
CERT, “Be Pr epared. Be prepared. Be prepared!”
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Chur ch members f eed and house families esca ping a hur ricane , a mother of f our
donates a kidne y to a sister in Christ, teens fast and pra y before a mission trip to help
rebuild a comm unity le veled by a tornado -- Sociolo gists might call it altruism - this self -
less concern and car e for others' w ell-being displa yed so powerfull y in times of dir e need 
-- we call it sho wing Christ.

Politicians ma y tout putting ser vice before self, or getting in volved and making a 
difference for comm unity and countr y.

Christians kno w, however, that ser ving others isn't a platf orm issue or a par tisan
notion. Rather, it’ s a call to lif elong sacrif ice that supersedes nationality and unites us as 
we follo w Jesus’ blueprint of lo ving our neighbors as ourselv es.

Christians in Texas have work ed tir elessly since Hur ricane Ik e struck the Gulf Coast
to deliv er emerg ency supplies, welcome those displaced fr om neighboring cities and 
par tner with se veral Disaster Relief Agencies to pr ovide r elief to the ar ea.

The devastating hur ricane which has ra vaged the Gulf Coast states of our countr y is
a reminder to all of us that tra gedies in the w orld ar e dramaticall y incr easing and that 
one’s life can be tak en in the twinkling of an e ye.

Since the day that f ollo wed Hur ricane Ik e, and still on this da y, debris covers the
Galveston beach, trash lines the str eets in ever y neighborhood. The inescapable odors of

By Christopher P.Kirksey
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stagnant water, rot and sewage fill the air; household 
furnishings dot the landscape cars,ice chests and patio 
furniture peek out over mounds of sand.Nothing is where
it should be since Hurricane Ike 
battered this island community.

With its building stripped
to the studs and half its 
members’ homes uninhabitable,
the Broadway church of
Galveston assembles met inside
minister Allen Isbell’s  renovated 
greenhouse.

Some members wear
shorts and work boots. They
pluck donated Bibles from a
rack, unsure where their own
treasured copies might be.The
roar of chainsaws and shouts of 
nearby work crews punctuate their prayers.

Yet, the congregation of mostly gray-haired folks and 
college students rejoices.

Members of the Broadway church - a racially diverse
congregation with active homeless,prison and college 
outreach programs - focus on what they’ve got rather than 
what they’ve lost.

Simply put: They have each other, and they have a 
purpose that includes more than assembling in a building.

“We’re all accounted for,” Bob Roland,a retired
dentist who serves as associate minister, tells the
congregation,“and we have an opportunity that we’ve 
never had before to reach out across the island.What
we do now will define us to a lot of folks."

‘PEOPLE KEEP CALLING ...OFFERING WHAT WE NEED’
Besides the Broadway church,Galveston Island is home to
the Avenue K church,a predominantly black congregation
of 40 longtime members with a strong presence in its area.

Neighboring Bolivar Peninsula is home to the Bolivar
church on Crystal Beach.Planted by the Broadway church
in the 1970s,its future is uncertain.The Crystal Beach area
was decimated in the storm,and most structures 

were completely leveled.
Together, these areas 

provided Texas’ first line of
defense against Ike. That’s
what barrier islands do:offer
beaches and a seaside 
atmosphere for tourists and
absorb the worst of the blow
from ocean storms.But when
lives are lived out on these pieces
of land,the obliteration is almost
unimaginable - especially for
those who lack the funds or 
physical strength to clean up 

and rebuild.
“Galveston doesn’t have a middle class,” said Isbell,a

trial attorney who practices in Houston during the week
and preaches at the Broadway
church on Sundays.“Plus,there’s
not many young families living
on the island. They can’t 
afford it.”

Financially secure retirees
and college students comprise
most of the island’s population,
while indigents and the poor
come and stay for free health
care at the teaching hospital,
not to mention the mild climate.

Isbell and his wife, Mikey,
have served here since 1977
without accepting a paycheck.

The couple was drawn to Galveston out of a love for its
history and aesthetics and quickly embraced its people.

As Ike tore through the Gulf Coast,killing 37 in Texas
and hundreds still unaccounted for,Allen and Mikey Isbell
watched via television from his sister’s home in Tyler,Texas.
They were optimistic their home - whose construction
was interrupted by a hurricane in 1908 - would weather
the 110-mph sustained winds and escape most standing 
water because of its interior location.

Sunday worship now takes place in their backyard,
which was cleaned by volunteers from Houston.Church
leaders hope that their building will be inhabitable again by 
January or February.

“People keep calling and offering what we need,”
Roland said,shaking his head.“We’ve got pews pledged.
We’ve got songbooks donated.It’s uncanny.”

'WHEN WE LOOKED ...WE WERE SO DISHEARTENED'
Members at St.Paul CME Church in Orange,Texas aren’t 
quite as optimistic about their facility or future.

Four feet of saltwater soaked their small,brick-frame
structure.Lionel Hayes,pastor for just one and a half years
is overwhelmed. The small
town congregation is now
worshipping at Greater St.
Paul Christian Fellowship
Church,where the pastor is 
Raymond Young.

The members - all
African American - who have 
ventured inside the building
didn’t feel comfortable 
making decisions about
cleanup without others’ 
input.

“It’s bad,” said St.Paul
member Mary Kirksey.



“When we looked around,we were so disheartened. I
don’t know when we’ll be able to bring it up to code.”
Kirksey, who is a member of the congregation,evacuated
to Houston,Texas,and stayed with family until she could 
come home.

‘EVERY RESOURCE ...IS GOING TO BE USED’
Young is out in the community daily seeking funds from

local entities and members of the community to help 
restore his community and parishioners homes.

Greater St.Paul was not heavily damaged in the storm.
Young has set up a special non profit organization designed
to help the community in Orange. “We’ve been able to do
a lot in the community with the money we have raised.It’s
amazing how much this church gives and gives away.That is 
all magnified now, with the help we’re getting.”

“Early donations have allowed Christians here to 
provide emergency funds and cleanup supplies for 
members and their neighbors,” says Young.“Every resource
we have and will get is going to be used for the purpose of
spreading out in our community and serving people,”
Young said.“It’s the most basic outreach we can imagine 
right now.”





by Kenette Williams

John the Baptist Parish was the 2nd
permanent settlement in Louisiana.It was
established in the 1720’s by a group of
Germans,“La Cote des Allemands” or “The
German Coast.”  The settlement was 
created on the west bank of the Mississippi
River. The area was originally named
Karistein,now Lucy. It laid (and still does
today as well) about 9 feet above sea level
which made it great farmland (that still rings
true today).It was so lush that others began
farming the land on the east bank as well as 
in current Garyville and Reserve.

Eight communities make up the whole of St.John the
Baptist Parish;the west bank sprawling towns are Lucy,
Edgard and Wallace while on the east bank the towns are
LaPlace, Reserve,Lions,Garyville and Mt.Airy. The area is
thriving with industries such as sugar cane fields,chemical
plants,sugar refineries,grain elevators and oil refineries.
The area is also swathed with many old customs that 
continue today such as Country Fairs,Christmas Bonfires,
and andouille (that unique gumbo sausage).People are the
heartbeat of the parish.They keep the old customs and tra-
ditions alive. The towns that make up the parish have a cal-
culated population of 46,711 residents.The parish boasts
12 public schools (6585 students) and 7 non-public schools
(3075 students).The number of high school graduates
equals 77% while the number is vastly different for those 
graduating with a bachelor’s degree (13%).

Because of this reason alone, G.R.A.C .E.
Comm unity Ser vices felt compelled to bring their 
services (disaster case management and education) to the
area.While G.R.A.C .E.Comm unity Ser vices’ premise
is to change lives and mindset one day at a time,they knew
that there were other entities inside the parish that had
the same or similar goal. G.R.A.C .E. Comm unity
Services Executive Director, Ruama Camp, a purpose-
driven individual that has a mind to work, set about 
locating agencies and organizations that knew and really 
understood the fabric of the community at large.

The Program Director of St.John the Baptist Housing
Authority, Ms.Lawand Johnson,knew there was a need.
The Parish had been hit hard by recent storms (Katrina,
Rita). Families were in a crunch and needed housing 
assistance. She was not sure what the Housing Authority 
could do, but she knew they had to do something.

All of her life,Lawand wanted to be in the spotlight.
As a child and young adult,she aspired to be a jazz singer,
but realized that getting married and raising a family was
more important. She focused her attention on education.
Lawand grew up in Washington,D.C.and holds a Bachelor’s
Degree in Fine Arts from Louisiana State University (LSU)

and a Master’s of Public Administration
from Southern University of Baton Rouge.
She currently lives in the Baton Rouge area.
She knows Louisiana;she is part of the fold.

With people devastated because of
Hurricane Katrina,she sought out avenues
and revenue streams that would help to
ease some of the pain felt by 
disaster survivors. She heard of a pilot
program, DHAP, Disaster Housing
Assistance Program,which was going to set
out to assist families with long term 
housing rental assistance and case manage-
ment services. The program pilot was to

service individuals that were affected by Hurricanes
Katrina and Rita. The pilot program pinpointed HUD
because of their expertise in the federal housing programs
already in place. Lawand knew that she wanted to make a
difference in the quality of life for residents of St.John the
Baptist Parish. Her only dilemma was locating an 
organization or agency that could provide case 
management services. She knew that she had to 
identify an organization that could help to meet the needs
of the people first and meet the criteria of the Disaster 
Housing Assistance Program.

As the two entities,GRACE Community Services and
St.John Housing Authority, set out to seek partnerships,
their paths crossed.It was a fit from the start. St.John the
Baptist Parish would be the facilitator of DHAP and
GRACE Community Services would be the case managing
agency. GRACE Community Services acquired the 
contract to provide case management services through a
competitive bid process.In the end,all of the pieces to the 
puzzle were complete.

As DHAP (for Hurricane Katrina survivors) is coming
to an end (February 28,2009),it is crucial for families to be
in a position so that they can maintain and sustain on their
own. As continued support, St.John Housing Authority has
held tenant meetings and networked with other 
governmental entities in St.John Parish to inform clients of
job training opportunities (like GRACE Community
Services offer) and other resources in the area that would
benefit survivors gaining resiliency into their lives. Ms.
Johnson has concerns for those individuals that may fall
through the crack because they do not fall into the critical
care categories: elderly, disabled,or low income. Those
individuals that fall into those sub-groups may be eligible 
for additional assistance.

Help comes in many ways and Ms.Lawand Johnson and
her team has been an additive to St.John the Baptist Parish.
They know and understand the interlocking of what the
community needs and they work diligently to uphold the
Housing Authority motto which is to serve low income
families helping to acquire decent and affordable housing.

Louisiana Resident Making A Difference:
Lawand Johnson
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IOWA FLOODS
concluded from page 17A

was able to play at
home this fall,“but we
had a portable building
for a concession stand
and Porta-Potties,”
Roberts said. The
demise of the baseball
and softball fields was
harder to accommo-
date. Both fields were
unplayable the rest of
the season.With no
other baseball field in
town, the boys’ team
had to practice out of
town and played the rest of its schedule on the road.The
girls were able to play four “home” games at Monticello.

Roberts said that repairs to the facilities will cost more
than $350,000. As for
the sewer plant, its
repair will be paid for
mostly by the federal
government,though the
city has had to borrow
$3 million to finance the
work until it can be 
reimbursed.

Elkader
Sitting,as it does,at

the bottom of a 
beautiful river valley,
Elkader has long been
one of the most 
picturesque communi-
ties in northeast Iowa. But it also is no stranger to the
Volga River’s fury - fury that was keenly felt June 9 and 10.
“We started out by trying to sandbag the levee, but we
realized that wasn’t going to work,” Elkader City Clerk
Jennifer Cowsert said.“Had we known it was going to get
that high,we could have been sandbagging some of the
homes and businesses instead of the levee.”  But,Cowsert
said,downtown Elkader is well on its way to recovery.

Cowsert said 23 flood-damaged homes were aban-
doned.Many of the residents from those homes bought
other homes in town. And then there is the sewer plant.
Before the flood,the city planned to raise the pumping 
stations.The Volga’s crest, however, exceeded those 
levels.

Decorah
At times, being at the

front of the line isn’t the place to
be. But for the city of Decorah,
sitting at the source of the
Upper Iowa River was a good
thing. “Sitting at the headwaters
like we do, the city itself did not
get anywhere near the damage
our surrounding area or other
towns did,” Mayor Don Arendt
said.The Upper Iowa crested on
June 10 at almost 18 feet,2 feet
above the record. Much of the
damage was limited to 
infrastructure,Arendt said.

“Our dike system needed
about $111,000 in repairs,” he
said.“And we had some cleanup
in some parks,and parts of our

bike trail system still aren’t repaired.Overall,if you drove
through town today, you’d have to look pretty hard to find
any damage left.”  Damage to homes was limited to 
basements,and Arendt said that while the city only had

two pumps to get water out from
behind dikes,nearby farmers brought
in 23 more to help. And the city was
prepared, at least from a response 
standpoint.

“We had just had a disaster drill
with the county the weekend
before,” Arendt said.“It was for a
tornado, but we at least had the
chance to work together.And it went
very well.Then we turned around a 
week later and did it for real.”

G.R.A.C.E. Community Services
Executive Director Ruama Camp had
the opportunity to visit the area and
has partnered with Pastors Randy
Vaughn (Port Arthur, Texas) of the
National Baptist Convention of

America, USA, Inc.;
Rogers Kirk, President,
Baptist Missions &
Education Convention of
Iowa and Charles Mock,
Executive Secretary,
Home Missions Dept.,
National Baptist
Convention of America,
USA,Inc. to help estab-
lish disaster recovery
ministries throughout
the convention.
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Charles Mock , Executive Secretary, Home Missions Dept.,National Baptist Convention of
America,USA,Inc. along with Ruama Camp , Executive Director, G.R.A.C .E. Comm unity
Services,Houston,Texas

Rogers Kirk , President,Baptist Missions & Education Convention of Iowa with Ruama
Camp ,Executive Director,G.R.A.C .E.Comm unity Ser vices,Houston,Texas

Randy Vaughn,Pastor,Mt.Sinai Baptist Church,
Port Arthur, Texas;Disaster Chairman,National
Baptist Convention of America,USA,Inc.



The Pain Still Exist
By Cornelia E.Jammer

The pain still e xist. The tears ar e still falling.
The cries ar e as loud toda y as they were thr ee
years ago (when Hur ricane Katrina took this 
countr y by storm.)  After the rain and the wind,
what is left to salva ge from destr oyed homes,
thousand of displaced and angr y residents, lost jobs
and not to mention grie ving mothers and 
daughters? The questions ar e still ling ering in the
air. Did the state r espond as a friendl y neighbor?
Did America ha ve a plan to r ebuild the br oken lives
of the people aff ected b y this storm? W as
Hur ricane Katrina used as an e xcuse to k eep the
low-income housing pr ojects closed?  Ar e we past
this storm or does it haunt us lik e a howling wind
pacing past our windo ws in the peek hours of the 
night?   

We, as Americans ha ve been known to ada pt a
familiar trait that por tra ys the attitude “if it 
doesn’t aff ect me then it’ s none of m y business.”
We have also made comments to elude that the
people fr om Ne w Orleans should be w ell on their

way now. Of course the y have received monetar y
assistance from the g overnment; they were given
the oppor tunity to par ticipate in state funded
housing pr ograms and the y were indeed in vited to
attend better schools and liv e in better cities. In 
pondering these thoughts, have we ever stopped to
consider is this fact or opinion? Do these things just
sound good in theor y?  More impor tantl y, what is
the r eality of a whole city being submerg ed under
water , residents dying in fr ont of their families,
parents separated fr om their childr en, brothers
and sisters divided fr om their kin and thousands
that still liv e in other cities acr oss this countr y?
Will Ne w Orleans e ver r eturn to normalcy?  Will
America tak e responsibility f or the lasting stench
of destruction and def eat that ho vers in the hear ts 
of the man y victims of Hur ricane Katrina? 

During Hur ricane Katrina, federal and state
entities helped Americans to r ealize the 
impor tance of earl y famil y preparation f or disaster .
Katrina should ha ve taught us a valuab le lesson.
Hur ricane Katrina should ha ve proved that the 
government is a saf ety net and not a cash co w.
Hur ricane Katrina should ha ve taught the minority
comm unities the se verity of par tnerships,
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friendships,kinship and relationships. Hurricane Katrina
should have also left a remaining question in the hearts and
souls of people across the breast of America,“Are we pre-
pared for the next major disaster? Will we have a solid and
effective plan in place? How quickly will we respond to the
hurting people?  How long will people hurt after a major
disaster?”  In thinking and contemplating on the questions
that were posed previously;before they are answered here
is a fact to consider. This year was noted by CNN News
to be the most active and destructive Hurricane Season
yet. Between August and September,six storms raked over
the gulf coast making meteorologist predictions more than
accurate for the first time in history since 1851.These
storms were predicted to cost the United States more
than $54 billion dollars
which is record cost for
Hurricane damage since
Hurricane Katrina hit in 
2005.

September 1, 2008,
Hurricane Gustav broke
through the Caribbean with
plans to sweep over the
Louisiana coast and pickup
where Katrina left off.
Gustav skipped over New
Orleans and moved 
seventy-two miles south-
west going into Baton
Rouge, Houma, and Lake
Charles, Louisiana not 
forgetting the smaller towns
such as Laplace, Convent,
and Gonzales,Louisiana.
Hurricane Gustav traveled
through Mississippi leaving
an unforgettable mark.If we
ask the question,were 
residents prepared for this
season,we could give a
politically correct answer
stating,“You can never be completely prepared,but for the
notice we were given,we responded accordingly.”  When
will the normal clichés become unacceptable?  When will
we be able to answer that question with an affirmative I was
over prepared for this year’s Hurricane Season.Residents
were forgotten again,history continues to repeat itself for
the individuals that make up the vulnerable populations.
While Hurricane Gustav evacuation demands and weather 
warnings spurned the largest exodus,or evacuation in our
nation’s history,there were still people left,not to mention
they had to return home. Over 2 million residents inside
the states of Louisiana and Mississippi heeded the 
warnings and fled from the Gulf Coast leaving about

30,000 residents remaining in those cities.
While we are clapping for the obedience of the 

residents,the evaluation of the 30,000 remaining has not
taken place. Were those residents part of low-income 
families? Were those left remaining senior citizens or 
individuals suffering from a disability?  Statistically, we are
proud, but from a social services perspective, we are
frowning.Over 800,000 residents were left without power
for more than four weeks. Several residents did not live
close to major cities or major highways and were not given
basic emergency supplies such as:water, ice, and staple
foods for sustainability. If a POD (point of distribution)
was not close to your home you were told to travel to a
major city or nearest major highway to pickup your 

supplies.Just for a minute,
let us allow our imagina-
tion to wonder. What 
happens if you are in a
wheel chair? What do you
do if you have no trans-
portation?  Who takes care
of the neighbor who has
three small children, no
vehicle and one of the 
children is a severe 
asthmatic patient?  In a
small town east of New
Orleans and Baton Rouge,
Louisiana,resident Mary
Morris suffered for days
without electricity, water,
ice and any other basic
supplies needed for her
family of four. The 
distribution centers arrived
in Louisiana about three
days after Gustav. After
those three days passed
Mrs.Morris and her family
were still waiting on ice
and water. Not waiting

because it was unavailable but waiting because it was not
close enough for her and her boys to walk and pickup the 
supplies.The nearest POD to Mrs.Morris was about 20
miles west of her. If you are reading and you have become
immediately disgusted,just imagine if you were in Mrs.
Morris’ shoes,but,more importantly,what if you had been
in her shoes.When will we get tired and make a stance,
not a government march,but a stance and a commitment
to make early preparation and neighborly kindness our 
business.

Hurricanes,Dolly,Edouard,Fay,Gustav,Hanna and Ike
should have made a prick in our heart for preparation.The
face of disaster is changing daily, but the one thing that



stays the same is that there will be casualties,there will be
people unattended,there will be loss,and there will be
pain. So you are thinking this is inevitable, yes nature is
inevitable but your response to nature’s pain can change.
Dolly was the first threat for the gulf coast,Edouard came
to teach a lesson,Gustav left us powerless, Hanna 
demolished and left people dead and Ike was the Chief of
them all. Lastly, Katrina is not over and Gustav just 
started. There was a movie directed by Denzel
Washington,about a boy who was left alone as a child and
grew to be man. He carried the same cries from his 
childhood to his adult life. Imagine Gustav was a problem,
our response, timeliness and lack of human compassion is
a problem. Will we fix this reoccurring issue or will we
continue to let Louisiana cry like the little boy in that 

movie?

“Who will cry for the little boy,lost and all alone?
Who will cry for the little boy,abandoned without his own?
Who will cry for the little boy? He cried himself to sleep.
Who will cry for the little boy? He never had for keeps.
Who will cry for the little boy? He walked the burning sand.
Who will cry for the little boy? The boy inside the man.
Who will cry for the little boy? Who knows well hurt and pain.
Who will cry for the little boy? He died and died again.
Who will cry for the little boy? A good boy he tried to be.
Who will cry for the little boy,who cries inside of me?”

Antwone Fisher
Who Will Cry for the people,the people that cry for you?


